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UM VICE PRESIDENT
QUESTIONS LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

MISSOULA-Dr. Richard G. Landini, academic vice president at the University of Montana, ques
tioned acitons of the State Legislature Tuesday night for budgetary restrictions which he
said threaten "the vitality, growth, and development of the University as a sanctuary of
learning and research, perhaps even its very existence."
Dr. Landini made the remarks during the keynote address at the annual initiation and
banquet of Phi Kappa Phi national scholastic honorary in the University Center.

The ad

dress was entitled "^Watchman, What of the Night?’r: Public Challenges and Academic
Replies."
Emphasizing resistance to outside pressures, Dr. Landini said the University must
avoid political partisanship-even under increasing pressures--if the educational insti
tution is to accomplish its objectives and carry out its responsibilities.
He said the University, "if it is to preserve its integrity as an academic institu
tion, cannot permit itself to be sucked up in the vacuum of partisanship."
Emphasizing individual freedom, he said that his remarks did not mean that individual
faculty members, administrators or students should be prevented from participating in "the
political, cultural, economic and social issues of our day."
"Through such activity," he said, "the work of the democracy reaches its fullest and
greatest meaning."
Dr. Landini said, however, that a true university is not limited by the thoughts or
beliefs of a few individuals.
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"It (the university) holds many points of view, perhaps even as many as there are
members of the total academic constituency," he explained.

"Moreover, the sense and meaning

of history, together with...sensible tradition, demand that (universities and colleges)
transcend through reason and calm disputation the passions of a given age."
Turning to the recently completed regular and special legislative sessions, Dr.
Landini said: "The events of the last three months in Helena have made it very clear that
the (State) Legislature does not find all programs at the University of Montana indispensable.
He noted that the State Legislature seemed intent on "weakening University programs,
human resources and physical facilities, forgetting that no society can do without knowledge
and its widest diffusion to necessary groups and individuals."
Dr. Landini said cutbacks in college and university funds are not unique to the State
of Montana, but he said that fact isn't going to help Montana solve its educational problems.
"I, for one," Dr. Landini said, "would forgive the Montana Legislature of any sin of
parochial self-interest should it resolve to make capital of the national problem (in higher
education) by enhancing and strengthening its. University to a point of competitive advantage
and greater excellence among its sister institutions in other states.
"It is not time in Montana for retrenchment, cut back and pruning of its best, most
productive and most promising resource; it is time for significant advancement and develop
ment of that resource--this University.
"Succinctly put," Dr. Landini continued, "it's just uncommonly dumb not to invest, in
increasingly greater proportions, the State Treasury in the treasure of the state--the
people of Montana."
Dr. Landini said the future of the University "and perhaps of all institutions of higher
learning will be determined...by all those truly concerned with the welfare of our society,"
including academic and nonacademic people, apolitical and political bodies, and government
agencies and voluntary groups;?
During the awards portion of Tuesday night's program, Ronald V. Loge, a senior in
chemistry from St. Regis, was named Phi Kappa Phi (PKP) Scholar of the Year, and Thomas*
J. Mozer, a chemistry major from Great Falls, was named Outstanding Sophomore by PKP.
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